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THE CHARACTER OF JClKiE STORY,
BY DANIEL WKBNTER.

We are jiersuaded that we gratify our reader* no

less (hail ourselves by transferring to our columns
from the Iioston papers the following report of the
remarks of Mr. Webster, on introducing, at the Bar
Meeting of Suffolk (at Boston) the resolutions pub¬
lished in our last, in honor of the memory ofJudge
Story:

Mr. W Lusti. h addressed the Chair in substancc us follows
W c have jtint heard from you, sir, a confirmation of the

solemn fact, which we had previously heard through other
channel* of intelligence, and which ha* drawn together the
whole Suffolk Bar, and all connected with the courts of this
( OUUty, to testify their sense of the low which they have sus¬

tained. It haa drawn from his retirement that venerable man
(Judge Davis) whom we all respect and honor, who was for
thirty years the aasociate of the deceased upon the bench,
has called here another Judge (Judge Pct*a*) who has re¬

tired from a seat upon that bench on which you preside, and
who was himself once the instructor in the law of him whose
loss we mourn. The members of the school over which he
lately presided, the frienda with whom he was associated in
public or in private life, have come here to-day. One senti¬
ment only prevails among aH, a sense of profound grief. But
all of him is not dead. With all our sense of the irreparable
loss, we feel that he still lives among us, in his spirit, in his
recorded wisdom, and in the decisions of authority which he
has pronounced- » Vnilnum. tivetque aemper , atqueetiam
IntniAi w tncmorta hominum, et aermone, veraabitur, pa.it-
<fuam ab oeulia receatit."

Mr. Chief Justice, the loss is not felt alone among this bar,
or in the courts of this Commonwealth, but is felt in even
bar and every court in the Union. It is not confined to this
country nor to this continent: He had a wider range of re¬

futation. In the High Court of Parliament, in eveiy court
.I Westminster Half, in ever}1 distinguished judicature in
Europe, in the courts of Paris, of Berlin, of Stockholm, and
of St. Petersburg, in the universities of Germany, Italy, and
Spain, his authority was received ; and all, when they hear
of his death, will agree that a great luminary has fallen. He
has in some measure repaid the debt which America owes to

bngland ; and the mother can receive from the daughter,
without humiliation and without envy, the 'reversed hereditary
transmission from the child to the parent. By the compre¬
hensiveness of his mind, and by his vast and varied attain¬
ments, he was most fitted to comjnre the codes of different
nations, and comprehend the remit* of such research.

His love of country;was pure, and he regarded justice as

the great interest of man, ami the only foundation of civiliza¬
tion. On this foundation he has built his fame, and united
his own name with that of his country. It was to constitu
Uonal law that much of his attention was directed, and in the
elucidation of which he was pre-eminent. «« Ad rempublieiin,
Jirnumdum, et ad xtabilientkix virea, et aanandum poptilum,
omnia ejut pergebat innfitulio."

But it ia unnecessary for us this day to speak in detail of his
public or judicial services. That duty will remain for us u»

perform, and it will no doubt he executed in a manner worth)
ot the occasion. Still, in the homage that will lie (mid to him,
there is one tribute which may well come from us. We havr
seen him and known him in private life. We can bear wit¬
ness to his strict uprightness and purity of character , hi. sim¬
plicity and unostentatious habits ; the case and at&bihty Of his
intercourse ; his great vivacity amidst the severest labors; the
cheering and animating tone of his conversation, and hi*
fidelity to his friends : and some of us can testify to his large
and systematic charities, not dispensed in a pubkc manner
but gladdening the hearts of those whom he assisu^ ia mi!
vate, distilling happiness like the dew of heaven.

His labors were all subservient to his great object, judica¬
ture. "Ceat en rain Vur Con eherehe a dUtinguer en lu/
i perxmne pnvtt et la peraonne publupte .. tin meme emrit
et omnw: un meme objet tea reunit. Vhonune, le pere d,

'out eaten lui conaarrr <i la gUrt du

Mr. Chief Justice, one may live as a conqueror, a king, or

a magistrate, but he must die as a man. The bed of death
l»rings every man to his pure individuality ; to the intense
contemplation of than dee|>est of all relation* the relation be
tween the creature and his creator. This relation the deceas
ed always acknowledged. He reverenced the Scriptures of
Truth ; he received from them this lesson, and submitted him

in aif things to the will of Providence. His career on

earth was well sustained. To the last hour of his life his h
cullies remained unimpaired, and the lmutp went out at the
<Jose undunmed, and without flickering or obscurity. Hi*
last words which were heard by mortal cars were a fervid aup-
plication to his Maker to take him to himself.

^ I«S*«"t'ao, (Miss.) Serr>;Ma>:a 1.
Bloobt Occtaaasci.John F. Hurkhanlt, a young muaic

marher, recently arrived from (iermany, was on Friday walk-1
ing home with a lady to whom be was giving music lesson*,
on the organ at the Episcopal Church. They were met In
the husband of the ladv, H. C. Coons, who has for some vearV I

resisting a suit for a divorce which his w,fc has com¬
menced against him in LooWom. He has a morbid suita¬
bility on every thing in relation to this affair, and is always
extremely irritated at his wife's receiving attention from others
S* .*** J0"** »» violently interfered, pushing his wife and
Burkhardt asunder, and using very insulting language to Burk-

rhere wu an agreement made in a few words be¬
tween them that they would presently meet for a settlement.
.Her which the parties sepsrated in different waya. A few
minutes afterwards, however, they met at the office of l>r.
Magruder, on Main street, where Burkhardt, having in the
mean tin*, provided himself with a large bowie knife, accoated
oons and told him his conduct to him and a lady in his com¬

pany was unworthy of a man and characteristic of a aeuundrel
At this (Joona struck him in the face ; when Burkhardt drew

!l j
^°°ns ran out of the office into the street, and

picked up a brick-bat, which he threw at Burkhardt with great
"olence, but miascd. Turning, be fell, when Burkhardt
rushed on him, and inflicted four ghastly gashes with his knife
on Coons , side, back, and Urea* before any bystanders inter
leied to take him off.

Hurkhardt was taken immediately before Mayor Folks,
who with Justice Bryaon, was engaged in a laborious ioves
t'eatwn of the affair unUI a late hour on Saturday, when the

w*rr «'***». The result was,

h! /^7 Burkhardt in the sum of *6,000 to apis-ar at
.he Circuit Court for trial.

JiT »
'* lh"ucht ,,M" physicians who dreuse. I his

w(Hinds, will recover. -.Sentinel.

EncArt..An English paper, the
stern I i«n««, relates the following incident ;

inrtl'faiH'hinl"*!*rt*° *** "" m,w thrilling

The boat dnft^i
^ * "Uscbievous boy shoved it off.

The preventive JTw^offfn U"y "

»n the look-nut till 11 "J. ;^ wa"

still there were no llllin£ jT.J'*1*".J*-V1'^ returned, and

wore awav, an<l still helpleaa children ; the day
were lost either in the of

" J1*"'' 'h''m I^
within its insatiable deplh. °' barW

yestenlsy morning eaS^ saw «, s
,r>W ' f,"b,n*

tance ; he bore down to h BnT ,"ometh,n* "<>.«">* st the dis-
in the bottom the six children T^ii Hi * b°*t' wh)

Inrds, fast asleep , God havi,,'. ru|J,''*d ,n l,k,> » «cst of

blessed solace after a day of teLjTS^ .'h"n thal

took them 'on board, feasted them w,7h brelT' V" ,R,W'rr

gladdened their despairing little hearts with
them hwne. Between three «,,d four in^^ ^ to

trawler was seen in the offing with the I. >«¦ It *fu'rnoon Uie

were turned towards him , the bes, ,,,y K|s«Tn [h ,
rubbed again and again, and at last thev mi,i

w*"

identical boat. The news flew through the town^tkl W'".thf1'
canw- frantic to the beach, forthere werpno rlnMren i

.

...h«o, b..u";
agony of suspense, and all alike shared it withX , .

At last the trawler come in. and the won. went r^
' many stout-hearted men hurst into U-srs, w,.L,

shrieked with joy, and became almost frantic with their ¦...
'

|K»rtable happiness ft was indeed a memorable day h,.|

m?Jhtv f^3U*nl f0r rW1*h t*MXrity> offered up to Al-
rmghty Cod, who, in his infinite mercy, had spared these in

tW«! frwn. ,hr l*nl" fsrrors of the sea duri,ll(
ha fearful night. Five of these children were under five
years of age, the aixtf, j. but nine years old."

^

Srnoan Death..The Washington (N. C.) Whig an
nounoea the M. of Mr. Je..,ah C.aaav, ^,1 79 Or
bearing Mr. ( huh h death, his neighlstr, Mr. ,V Bnows

ZZLZlrTS' K"n,' "T' w""' «.-* si
STSir ^hile doing fell dead by

COMMERCE OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

We have arranged tlie following statement of the
commerce of Honolulu, the principal port of the
Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, for the year 1844,
from a late number of the u Polynesian," a weekly
journal published at that place:
The total amount of import* win $350,347 12
Of which the amouut re-ex |x>rted wiu 54,240 56

Amount of imported goods consumed in the
country . -296,106 56

OrotM amount of dutie* levied ou import* $10,326 13
Gross auiount of drawback* on re-ex|K>rtatioii 1,356 00

Nett dutie* received 8,970 13
The import* a* above, nay $860,347 12, were imported.From the United Platen $121,061 06

From Valparaiso 61,620 25
From Sydney 38,232 32
From China 36,810 40
From England * 34,005 06
From Columbia river 11,988 87
From Sweden 6,638 25
From California and Mazatlati 5,650 37
From France 4,792 56
From Sand Ulaud 2,000 48
From Hamburg 1,812 68
From Bremen 1,046 93
From Peru '

983 47
From *ea, oil and whalebone. 23,704 47

$350,347 12
Amount receivedfor harlxir dues for the year 1844.

For 38 merchant vessels.
Tonnage due* $1,423 80
Buoys 76 00
Certificates 38 00

$1,537 80
Pot 71 whaling vessels.

Tonnage dues $1,577 90
Buoy* 142 00

Certificates 71 00
1*740 90

$3,278 70
Domestic produce exported from Honolulu, during the yearending December 31, 184-1.
Sugar, 513,684 Iba $20,547 36
Molasses, 27,026 gallon* 5,405 20
Sirup, 3,026 gallons 759 50
Goat skins, 30,837 6,784 14
Hides,2,536 .'.5,072 00
'Salt, 2,810 barrel* 2,810 00
Kukui oil, 2,194 gallon* 1,097 00
Sandal wood, 81,845 lb* ... .4,910 70
Silk, 197 J lbs \957 50
Castor oil, 116 gallons a. .348 00
\rrow root, 6,200 Ilw ' 217 00
Uuriosities, 30 boxes 150 00
[Joral, 11 pile* 110 00
['orn brooms, 100 12 50
Tamarinds, 2 pots 10 00

$49,187 90
Estimated value of sugar, molasses, fresh and salt¬

ed beef, salt, arrow root, kukui oil, firewood,
vegetables, fruits, hogs, turkeys, fowls, goats,

for supplies of 208 merchant and whaling
vessels, at $250 each, is $52,000

And ,14 men-of-war, at $600each 8,400
60,400 00

$109,587 90
It is estimated that #110,000 in specie was sent

to China, Sydney, and Mexico during 1844. There
is no estimate of the amount received. The com¬
parative commerce of Honolulu for 1843 and 1844
is stated to be.

(¦rots imports. He-export*. Nett duties
1814 $350,347 12 $60,054 06* $8,970 13
1843 223,383 38 66,818 17 J,270 74

Increase, 1*26,963 74 I^ess, 6,754 11 Increase, 3,699 34
Total nett amount from all sources, received at Honolulu

Custom-house for 1844, $12,660 30, including $411 60 for
transit duties.
" In 1836, (says the Editor of the ' Polynesian,') the im¬

port* exceeded those of 1844 by $63,000. Since that period,
however, there has been a steady increase in the value of na¬
tive exports, also of actual consumption of foreign goods. At
th<> pmpnt time it amounts to not over four dollars each at re¬

tail |«rices to an inhabitant throughout the kingdom. It is evi-
dent that this amount can lie readily quadrupled by due atten¬
tion to the resource* of the country, and by stimulating native
industry by wholesome enactments. Under all the disadvan¬
tages which the country has labored, there has lieen a steady
and healthful increase of national wealth arid consequent pros-
fierity, but it has been extremely slow, compared with whtft
we may in future expect, should an enlightened land system
be adopted, the remains of predial servitude entirely abolished,
and all Hawaiians permitted to hold their estates in allodium."
These details may appear trifling when rangedalongside similar ones produced by the inammoth-

like commerce of New York or New Orleans, Liv¬
erpool or London ; but, when all the attendant cir¬
cumstances are considered, wp dot»bt whether any
jiprt in the world, at any age of the world, with the
same extent of population and dependant country,
ever made so strong a commercial demonstration,
within so short a period from its being nothing more
than the abode of uncivilized barbarism, as is thus
displayed by the port of Honolulu. It is in this
point of view that we regard these statements as

peculiarly interesting.
.Ke-exported (of import* of 1 *44) $54,240 56
He-exported (of import* of 1843) 5,HM 50

60,054 06
Jon* L. Dimmock, Esq., President of the Warren Insu¬

rance Company, (Boston,) has at his office a very curioua spe¬
cimen of the wonderful o|ieration of the ata upon substance*
deposited upon its bottom. It is a concreted maas of subma¬
rine substances, such a* various shells, Ac., united with the
solidity ami weight of stone, from which are protruded several
silver Spanish milled dollars. This is part of a large quan¬
tity which has been recently taken up from the place where
the Spanish ship Saint Pedro was Mown up, February 11th,
1815. An enterprising company fitted out the brig Frances
Amy, Captain Binney, from Baltimore, fqt ihe purpose of I
making an experiment for the recovery of ttie money known
to have l«een on l*>ard*the Spanish ship at the time of her de¬
struction. We are happy to hear that the attempt has so far
proved successful that they have raided and brought home'
over $27,000.nearly all of which was in the aaine 4a I ¦ as
the ajiecimen of which we have bere spoken. Among other
curious formations which were raiard in the coarse of the
aemrch, we learn that a single eannon-lmll waa brought up
with thirty dollars firmly imbedded in it. Some of the a^lid
masses of rock and shells, on being broken open, were found
to contain rows of dollars, as if they had remained there in
the same order in which they came from the boxes in which
they were originally packed. This jiroperty is now brought
into use again, after having lain thirty years on the bottom of
the ocean, subject to all the wonderful changes incident to
such a situation..Boston Attn*.

Ex President Vn Bi ar."f, accompanied by his youngest
son, and Mr. P*uli>i*o, late Secretary of the Navy, arrived

('hsrlewtown on Monday evening week, on a visit to Com.
Nicholson. The Aurora states that Mr. Van Buren'a poli¬
tical friends freely called upon him during the last week, and
on Friday evening quite a number made him a social visit.

The Frankfort (Ky.) Commonwealth of Tuesday last nays:'
" The Governor of Kentucky has been notified by the Secre¬
tary of Wsi that General Taylor, Commandant of the Army
of Occupation in Texas, is au Ihomed, in case he should
need them, to call on Kentucky for auxiliary troops for that
service to repel the apprehended Mexican invasion. The
numlier and deacription of troops, should they he required, are
to be designated by General Taylor."
The St. I.andry (Louisiana) W/iig says i "Some four or

five gentlemen from this place went out on a fishing and hunt¬
ing excursion, a few day* since, and were encamped about ten| days, during which time they killed twenty-one deer, and
eaught more trout than they could powsiblv demolish. Wehave batter hunting and fishing in St. I.andry than any otherinhabited [dace."
We understand (says the same paper) two genllnixtn letthemselves out of jail night befiwe Mat They were confinedfor wife whipping ( not after Mr. Btufton'a fashioff, with thetongue, but after their own and other naughty men's ways,with s "Iirk. Now they've "cut stick " and left for partstitmnowu. '

SPIRIT OF THE I RE8S.
mo* TMK LOU 11# V1 LLJt (*!.) JOURNAL.

1 he proposition to invade Mexico, to take pos-
session of her territory, and place her people under
the laws of the (Jpited States, in utterly infamous.
I he morality of the proposition is on a par with
that of the robber who seizes every thing on which
he can lay his hands. It was predicted years ago thai
if Texas were to be annexed to this Union a spirit of
conquest would be aroused which could not be ai>-

peased until the stripes and stars should be victo¬
rious over every foot of ground 011 the continent. It
is now evident that the annexationists, in stating the
grounds on which the annexation of Texas was de¬
sirable, studiously avoided declaring their most po¬
tent impulse. H^d it been understood in advance
that the annexation^Texas was to be followed up
by a war of conquest.was to whet the appetite of
the people for the annexation of Mexico, Califor¬
nia, Canada, and South America.that measure
would have been signally defeated. By concealing
their true objects, the crafty annexationists carried
their measure, and have corrupted the sentiment of
the people so far that many of them regard the
( estruction of independent Governments as some¬
thing patriotic and desirable.

If the people are as infatuated as the Locofocos
represent, if they do not regard as sacred the tcrri-

i rif, ri^. tf of olher nations, they have reached a

depth of degeneracy which unfits them for self-
goverrtment. The Reporter calls on the Adminis¬
tration to execute what it understands to be the wish
of the people of the West. Does that paper think
an Administration is bound to give the people an

opportunity to render themselves ihe acorn of the
world .' Is not the Administration bound by its
oaths to respect the Constitution ? If the Govern¬
ment is to undertake unconstitutional enterprises
simply because it fancies the will of the people re¬

quires them, what is the use of Congress ? Why
not have a Government to ratify and carry out
whatsoever a portion of the people in their mad.
ness may prescribe without any unnecessary forms ?
Such a course would certainly reduce the Govern¬
ment to that « simple machine" which Jackson
fancied it, and would do away with a great deal of
absurd form and pageantry.
The Administration is sworn to do what is right

ind constitutional. If a portion of the people aie
nad, the Administration should be cool and pn-
Jent. We koow that the « progressive Democra¬
cy profess to think the Government should in all
cases do whatever it fancies the people wish, with¬
out any regard to duty, right, or constitutional pro¬
visions. Such "Democracy" is infamous. It is
thoroughly destructive, and would, if it werecloih-
sd with power, soon render the United States i\e
scorn of the civilized world.
We do not think the " people" of the West wish

to »iave all the continent, or even Mexico or Cali¬
fornia, annexed to the United States. It is a slander
on their intelligence and patriotism to represent
them as anxious to perpetrate the maddest, wildest,
and most extensive scheme of national rapine and
robbery that has ever disgraced a civilized Govern¬
ment.

mO* THE NORTH AMERICA*.

' W^ucosE..Mr. Ritchie's "voice is still for
war. He declares that "if Mexico strike, us
she is gone .that if " Arista dares to carry out his
>raggart threats, il he ventures to cross die Rio1
li ramie, blood must flow, war must ensue" and
winds up with the following enthusiastic burst:

troTd,1bIS2!iirb"1?,alu;iU'd r10 send ber miwTab,e
troop* into 1 eias. 1 exa« who*; boundary is the Rio Grand*.
15*" *"LteU Hemrra .nd hw cabinet, Arista and hi* soldier* 1

>«\v will curse the day on which they provoked the ven¬
geance of the Lnited State*."

This sounds very much like gasconade, and re¬
minds us of the conduct of little hoys daring each
other to knock the first chip off their shoulders.

|fi but !,ule <h>?nUy displayed bv the govern¬
ment paper in this "Errlrn m«".the ancient
Pistol could have roared, and bullied, and swaggered
it off in better style. ' i

»kom thk emtmuBomovom (*. c.) mtiivt.
THE PALPABLE PRESENT.THE DIM FUTURE
The ponderous columns of the " Union" are

trammed with all the " pomp and circumstance of
'

rlonous war ' in behalf of beloved Texas, and in-
terspersed with some of the rarest exhibitions of !
make-believe wrath against poor imbecile Mexico
for the .r°ng' »h, has done to this country!hvery body who does not choose to chime in with
the organ, and play second-fiddle in these battle
overtures, is branded as an enemy to his own coun-'
try, and as being of the Mexican or British partv '
Any considerate desire to proceed cautiously and
carefully and preserve inviolate our honor and our
character for justice.any doubt of the policy of any
act of the Administration.any hesitation about
joining the " unterrified Democracy," bowie-knife
in hand, and rushing victoriously to the " halls of
the Monteztimas ".is sure to receive a blast of de¬
nunciation due only to horrible treason !
Who ever heard, before the last few months, of,

Mexican wrongs against the United States t A cor-1
respondent of the "Union," who is endorsed by1
he editor as one of the most distinguished sons of
Indiana, after a sort of invocation to the " tainted
Jackson, talks with mock indignation of the va f
nous wrong* we have suffered from Mexico, and'
the readiness of forty-thousand Western men to take1
ample vengeance, by penetrating that wicked land
and planting our glorious standard on the halls of the
Montezumas ! Ghosts of Justice and Truth ! how
often have your venerable names been thug invoked
to sanction the most horrible outrages of war and
conquest!

Our faith to Texas, we confess, does now require
ie spreading forth of our defensive aegis upon her

border But the advantage taken of this circum¬
stance by the government "organ " and its satellites
openly to kindle and to cherish the fell spirit of war
and the wicked lust of empire, we do utterly abhor
and abominate. This unsanctified spirit of conquest
has been the beginning of the downfall of nations in
all past time. We had hoped that our Government
would profit by the past. We hope so yet. But
the prospect of success in our governmental " expe¬
riment grows, dim before the appeals of the Demo¬
cratic organs, and the answering spirit of the mul
titude. "Nous Verron*"

Texico ano Texas..These are now the spots
which the eyes of the American people are turn¬

ed, as pregnant of great consequences.
i iooJlil!rt0r? °f lhis business is curious enough.
In 1838 Mr. Van Buren, through a Southern Sec-

°
f
^de, die late Mr. Forsyth, would not

hearken for a moment to the application of Texas
to come into the Union. Not a censure escaped
the lips of a human being for this act of the then
I resident In 1844, just before the Presidential
'. ection, Mr. John Tyler threw before the country
this same Texas scheme, in the shape of a treaty,
presented to the Senate for their ratification, and at
once ,t became the watchword of the Prooresstve
k.wocracy, (and truly it had progressed wonder¬

fully since 1838,) and finally was considered of im¬
portance enough to make it a fundamental article in
the Democratte creed, as put forth to the world by
n ii J 'T. Convention that nominated James K.
Polk for President.

If any thing were wanting to show the utter du-
p i< ity w rich ever marks the movements of this
same Locofoco party, it may be abundantly furnish-

hvl"*i °f ,hi" Trxa" Hch°.< from the
ime that V an Buren rejected and Tyler took it op
to make capital for himself. When Tyler threw it

before the country, hi* partisan* artfully invoked to
it* aid the war feeling, which always exists in a

population like ours. Fierce torrents of ire were di¬
rected against Great Britain. The ancient heredi¬
tary hatred, generated by two wars, was revived in
our country. The scheme took. The mass of the
Locos were carried off, although many of their old
and ablest leaders denounced the project in burning
language of indignation, and the author of it in lan¬
guage still more emphatic. But when it had served
its purpose and carried its party through in the
popular election, and once more made its appearance
in the House of Representatives, the war spirit be¬
gan to abate. Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, Chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and who re¬

ported the resolutions to annex, most emphatically
told the House, and he had it ij-om the highest pos¬
sible authority, " that there would he no war with
Mexico," and he distinctly announced that money
would hush her up. From the time" that the reso¬
lutions passed both branches, the 44 Union" has
from day to day assured the country that there
would be no war. We refer to this matter for the
purpose of demonstrating how utterly gulled have
the people been by .these impudent Texas schem¬
ers. We do not know whether we are to have a
war or not, but neither can these same quacks that
so audaciously asserted that there would be none
tell any more than we. If we are to have no war,
we should be glad to know what this Administration
has done to prevent it. All that we see indicates
that Mf. Polk expects a Mexican invasion, and is
doing all he can to prevent it, for which wc givehim due credit. But why should such unprincipled
statements be put forth by men high in authorityand confidence, upon such shallow, or rather no
foundation at all ?
We do not know that a war would be unpopular.There are always enough ambitious spirits that it

would gratify ; enough of restless enterprise in our
population ; enough who are tired of the dull pur¬suits of civil life, and to whom the drum and fife
and all the apparatus of the camp would prove re¬

freshing. But, with all this, war is a great word to
utter. It may be a small affair, or it may depopu-
ate nations ; and the people of this country, upon a

subject of this vast moment, do not expect to be tri-
Icd with. They do not wish to see great measures
passed, by solemn assurances that no war would
rrow out of them, when those who uttered the opin-
ons had not the slightest authority for the statement.

FROM THE ALKXANURIA GAZRTTK.

Even the Union has to acknowledge, with the
last news from Mexico, " thus pass off the gascon¬ade and bluster of that country." Has there, in
roality, from the commencement, been any thingbut biuater and gasconade from that quarter ? Has
ihere been any actual warlike movement which
could authorize or justify the corresponding 44 blus¬
ter and gasconade " in this country ? Has not the
United States been rendered ridiculous in the eyesof foreign nations by the course which has been
pursued ? As far as the preventive and protective
measures adopted quietly by the Government are
concerned, we have nothing to say. But look at
the hectoring and bullying of the party press, the
vaporing of partisans, the folly of Gen. Gaines, the
fuss and commotion kept up, the exciting rumors
that have been constantly strown throughout the
land, and all the other et ceteras of this affair !
What could be more like bluster and gasconade
than these things ? And yet we will not see the
beam that is in our own eye !

FROM THtKtW TURK THIBL'NK.

The Govkrnmknt BknT ON War..The Union
of Saturdav night has a leader on the boundaries
and extent of Texas, concluding as follows :

44 Let there be no mistake alxrut this matter. The Rio del
Norte it our boundary line. The Rio del Norte will continue
to be our lioundary ; and neither the arms of the Mexicans
nor the tongues of her diplomatists, nor the puny pens of the
'National Intelligencer," will be sufficient to remove our

boundary east of that river. There our boundary ia planted,
und the bulleU of the Mexican*, nor the paper-shot of their
friends in this country, will lie able to shake the determination
«f our Executive upon this question."
Now, as it is notorious that the Rio del Norte

never was the boundary of the province of Texas,
hut rather the centre of the provinces of Coahuila
and Santa Fe, and as our * insisting on this boun¬
dary must compel Mexico to surrender to us seve¬
ral unquestionably Mexican cities, with valuable
mines, for centuries in her undisputed possession,and many thousands of her people, or tight to main¬
tain them, it is certain that our Administration has
resolved to push our feeble neighbor to the wall,
and either crush her or get a fight out of her. We
see not how war is to be avoided.

FROM Til HI* TURK COIRIKR AX» KMIIRIK.
What is Tkxas T.The Union asks itself this

question, and then, after charging the National In¬
telligencer with taking part with Mexico, because
that able paper shows by arguments and authorities
that the Union can neither answer nor invalidate its
proof that the Nueces, and not the Rio Grande, is
the western limit of Texas, and that beyond that it
is at least debatable ground, thus states the deter¬
mination of the Executive :

44 Let there be no mistake about this matter. The Rio del
Norte it our boundary line. The Rio del Noite will continue,
to be our boundary ; and neither the amis of the Mexicans,
nor the Ion(rues of her diplomatists, nor the puny pens of the
4 National Intelligencer,' will be sufficient to remove our boun¬
dary east of that river. There our boundary is plant^l, and
the bullets of the Mexicans, nor the paper shot of their friends
in this country, will be able to shake the determination of our
Executive upon this question."
Now, it has been before staled in this paper that

by the joint resolution of annexation any question
of boundary that might arise was expressly reserved
for the future adjustment of thia Government, meaning of
course the treaty-making power, W4»ieh alone can adjust such
questions. But here we see the Executive determining the
question at once, without consultation or negotiation with
other parties, who may have or suppoae thej have claims, and
at the same time announcing his purpose not to recede from
the position taken, either by reaaon of Mexican bullets or
Mexican diplomatists. It only needed that the Union should
.ild, 44 nor the voice of Congress, nor the spirit of the Consti¬
tution," ami the |>aragraph would have been more completeand not more audacious.

In another point of view, this declaration seems to us tan¬
tamount to declaring war against Mexico. It is, to use the
language of the leading article In the last American Review,
treating 14 Mexico as already a conquered country, and, like
the baibarian Brennus, tossing a sword into the scale with the
exclamation of Vsrvietit

Murder..A slip from the Norfolk Herald office, dated
15th instant^ gives the particulars of a murder committed in
Suffolk, Virginia, on Saturday last. The following circular,
detailing the particulars, has been issued by the friends of the
deceased, with a desire that it be generally copied :

Cold rLoomn Mrs run !.Hunter Hill, a man about A
feet 7 to 8 inches high, black hair, large black eyea, dark com
plexion, full face, stout and rather good looking, and a tailor
by trade, assassinated Major Robert R. Smith, of thia county,
about 7J o'clock last night.
He invited Major Smith out from the Washington Hotel,

professedly to have some conversation with him, and when a
short distance from the hotel, stabbed him immediately over
the heart with a dirk drawn from a sword-cane, giving Smith
no notice of his intention to strike the blow. He fled imme¬
diately, and made his escape before he could be arrested. Maj.Smith died this morning at 9 o'clock, after giving a full ac¬
count of the circumstances of the murder.

It is supposed that Hill has gone either to Gates or North¬
ampton counties, and from thence may make his way North
or South, by the way of Wilmington, Raleigh, or Petersburg.
The relatives of the deceased offer a reward of riv* son-

iiam dollars for the arrest and delivery to the proper autho¬
rities of the assassin.

Major Smith has left a wife and two interesting children and
a large circle of friends to lament his untimely end.

Suffolk, [iantrmond emtnti/, fff-, Hrpt. 14, 1845.

A new weekly paper styled " The National Police Oaiette"
has just been established in New Vork by Messrs. Groror
W. Wilrr* and Enoch E. Camp. It is intended to furnish
a regular police record, embracing notices of thieves and offend
era of every description, and a register of all stolen property
and of all articles coining into the possession of the police office.

PROVISIONS FOR THE RETIREMENT OF OLD
OFFICERS IN THE BRITISH NA~V V.

The British Parliament has voted money for the
purpose of providing retirement to ihree hundred
captains of the Koyal Navy, who shall be above
the age of tifty-tive, or in some instances above the
age of fifty years. The object of thin measure is,
not only to provide comfortable means of subsist¬
ence for the declining years of three hundred gal¬lant men who inav choose to retire from active ser¬
vice, but also to bring the younger officers of the
navy within the reach of promotion. jThe following extract from the Earl of Haddino-
ton's estimate to Parliament gi*es the detadu of,
this measure :

Admiralty, Jul* 15, l»4o.
The attention of the Admiralty JjM not now been -ailed

for the first time to the growing inefficiency of the adrnira b

list, arising from the advance! age of the officers filling the
highest rank in the service. This evil, necessarily uicreas-
inijr frou, year to vear, has created great anxiety ; suggestions
have boon made from time to time with the view o provi
itig an effectual remedy, ami have been successively rejected,
because on examination it was found that tbey did not mee
the exigency of the case. The object of th%se proposals haa
l*eii to bring officers still in possession of health and vigor
nearer to the flag, by providing for the honorable reUremen
of those at the head of the captain's list, and thus opening
the succession to the highest rank to younger meii.^For this purpose proposals have been nindo at different tunes
for the retirement of 100 and of 160 captain*; but it was
found that the numltcr of officers of that rank who had at¬
tained an advanced age was so great that the retirement pro¬
posed would have left matters much as they were Iwfore, anil
that the succession to the flag would have still devolved upon
men as old, or nearly so, as those now occupying that rank.
The total number of captains now on the list is 714 : of

these 376 are al>ove 55 years of age ; among whom 50 are
above 70, and 205 above 60 ; 171 are between 55 and 60,
and 138 between 50 and 55 < and 9 only under the age of 45
are to be found of a seniority higher than 1827.
The retirement of 100 captains from the top of the list

would remove officers averaging 67 years of age, to bring up
others averaging 64. IIf even 200 wero retired, the average age of those advanc¬
ed to the top of the list would be 60; either of such schemes,
therefore, would leave the evil untouched.

This short statement is decisive as to the impolicy of retir-
ing 100 or even 200 officers, with the view of bringing the
flag within the leach of a junior class of men.

Former suggestions, moreover, went merely to the retire¬
ment of the number proposed, and to the maintenance of a
retired list of 100 old captains, to be recruited from the effec¬
tive list in death vacancies. They left all the cause* in ful'
operation, which, by overloading the captains' list, have created
the eristing evV.
There is, however, no conceivable method, consistent with

the practice of the scrvice, of ao disencumbering the list of
captains of the old and more infirm members as to bring effi¬
cient men near their flag, but by resorting to the principle of
retirement; and it is necessary to make that retirement ao

large as to prove really effective, accompanying the project
with other provisions calculated to prevent the growth of simi¬
lar evil.} hereafter. In the conviction that any scheme of re-

tiremerit, to be effectual, should be offered to 300 officers, it
is now p'oposed that there should be a retired list of 300 cap¬
tains, of 55 years of age and upwards, with increased ban-
pay, power being given to the Admiralty to allow infirm offi¬
cers of 50 to retire, if the number required of the age of 55
should not be found willing to do so, and that the officers so re¬
tiring should be placed on a separate list between the flag of¬
ficers' and captains' list.

.

That this list should be allowed to diminish, by death, to
100, and t>e hereafter permanently maintained at that number.
That general promotions should no longer be resorted to as

the means of recruiting the list of admirals, but be replaced
by a system of continuous promotion, as death vacancies anw
on that list; and general promotions be reserved for the cele¬
bration of important national cvehts.
That the flag-officers' list should be limited to 150, and the

captains' list to 400, to be retained at those numbers by pro-\
motion to every vacancy. This limitation is intended to be
permanently applied to a wtate of peace, but it i« impowiblc
to say what the exigencies of war may reqoire.

Under the new arrangement, 100 senior captains who retire
will receive £1 per day, with a pension of £120 per annum
to their widows ; 150 of the next in seniority who retire will
receive l«s. per day, and their widows £110 per annum ; 50 jof the next in seniority will receive 16s. per day, and theii
widows £110 per annum. The increased pay from 14s. 8d.,
12s. 6d., and 10s. fid. per day to the above rates, to com¬

mence on the 1st of October next, should a sufficient number
of officers have, prior to that day, expressed their desire to

avail themselves of this arrangement.
The Earl of Haddington thus continues his|communication to Parliament:
It is believed that the terms on which this retirement is of-

fered are consistent with that due regard to economy which
should animate every, public department in the consideration
of all questions involving an expenditure of public money,
and at the same time sufficiently liberal to induce the officers
to whom they are offered to accept them.
Such is the plan of retirement which, after a full consider¬

ation of all difficulties, has met the approbation of the Ad¬
miralty, and is by that department i©commended to the
favorable consideration of the Government and Parliament.

It is quite impossible to calculate with certainty on its suc¬
cess, founded as it is upon the principle of voluntary retire-
rnent, but it promises to Ik? as effective as any plan can b»
made from which the principle of compulsory retirement is
necessarily excluded.

Its superiority to former proposals consists in the great num-
|>er it withdraws fiom the effective list, and the precautions it
recommends, in order to prevent the recurrence of a state of
difficulty anil stagnation hereafter similar to that which now
exists ; its ultimate adoption, however, must be dependant on
the reception which the officers interested may give to the plan.

It it too obvious to require explanation that, unless the num-
her required (or nearly so) should accept the offer made to
theni, very little good would be effected, and the countrywould be put to a heavy charge for increased dead weight,
without deriving any corresponding benefit

It is only necessary to refer to what has been said of the
former proposals, and the reasons for rejecting them, arising
from the state of the Captains' list, to show that by no retire¬
ment less extensive than that proposed can We hope to sec a
class of men advanced to the head of the captains'.list, who,
from their time of life, are likely to be fully qualified for the
active duties of service in the highest ranks of the profession
. Unless, therefore, we can remove from the captains' list
the number now proposed by voluntary retirement, it would
not be advisable to persevere with the plan i but in that ease
it will bo the duty of the Government to consider what ulte¬
rior measures may be necessary in order to provide for an ef¬
ficient list of flag officers.

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT.

The session of 1845 can now be judged as a
whole. It would be as difficult as it would be use¬
less to enumerate all that it ha« done, or all it has
left undone; but the principal items of both are,
perhaps, the following:
M« \arar.s Cxaaim Out..Reduction ofthe Sugar duties,

Altolition of the Glass duties, of the Coal export duty ; Re¬
duction of the Auction duty, etc. t and Abolition of smaller
duties that encumbered the Tariff". Consolidation of the Cus¬
toms Acts. Banking in Ireland and Scotland. New Poor-law,
for Scotland. Maynooth Endowment, and establishment of
Irish Colleges. Removal of Jewish Disabilities. Commons
Enclosure. Bill to punish Brazilian Slave-traders as pirates.
I^ord Ashley's bills adopted by Government.namely, to re¬

gulate Juvenile Labor in calico-print-works, and to pro"ids for
the better care of Lunatics. A mass of Railway bills.
Mkaiurka Pohtpon*b or Abai*»owiis (which ^of the

two is doubtful.).Medical Reform. Drainagtf of Towns.
Law of Settlement for Paupera. Charitable Trusts. Com¬
pensation to Tenants irt Ireland. A large mtwsof Railway biffs.
PasMiaao, hut xot IsTaonccun..Registration of Par¬

liamentary Electors, and Municipal Reform, in Ireland. Fur-
theT measure* founded on the Report of the Tenure of Land
(Commission.
We extract the following comments respecting

these measures from a late number of the London
Spectator:

^
,

The reduction of duties on Colonial and Free labor Foreign
Sugars has been followed by considerable increase of safes to
the grower, and diminution of price to the consumer; but
practically, the measure has been stretched into a new one, l>y
the unavoidable reduction of duty on some rflavo-grown sugar,
under " the most favored-nation clause" in treaties with sUve-
owning countries. The alterations of the Tariff work so far
well. The Maynooth grant is slowly influencing the Iiish
mind. The Colleges Bill starts with a damning sense of its
imperfections ; it will bff(in to take effect when complete^ J
the establishment of a central University. 1lK"ilaw is an instalment that whets, not satisfies, the « man<
The Medical Reform, preferring particular to general in re a,
is enrseil with an evident incapacity for stmgg'1"^ ,n ."
ence. There has been comparatively less of mere par v > >

drance to obstruct the Ministerial measures this 'J"""""1 '*

the cause of the lar^e list of projects frustrated or delayed mn*t
be sought in a fault common to all Governments, of on day at
least.the defective preparation of their work. «<>r< '

sell says that the amount of official and legislative w<wk a too

oppressive ; a good reason, not for consenting '> g
it badly, but for altering the plan of working. On the whole,

it i* the railway business which has been the mo*t diligentlyand eU. cliv.lv pushed, laige n* the ,,.ution Is which standi^ f< r

completion next year. li wm clear atih, UKiuiiiug that rail¬
way legislation would l*> 'he giund characteristic of liie ses¬
sion ; and it ha* Iwu <*'. 'i'he number of bijl* wax nearlytwo hundred and fitly ; the House of Commun* won .-plit upinto Committees of five, to deal with the detail* , *i,J wiih
wore or leas felicity the deLaiU have been disponed of.
We have next tii glance at the position of lh« auvejai pattiesinto which it ie divided, now mi numerous. All pa/tie* ex

hihit sign* of being weakened ; more by «ome inherent decsythan by the strength of opponent*. The fact appear* to be,that no single party has fully kept j«ue with public opinion ;
which, again, in itself unsettled and distracted by different ol-
jecU. - The result upon the several parties and auction* is, that
uune dare* to make an appeal to the power whence it must,alter all, derive real sustenance, but strives to rub on by keep¬ing up a semblance of intelligence with the public, and a boattof strength which it dares not bring to full test by bold and de¬cisive deeds, lest the deeds should be disavowed. The differ¬
ence lio* in the degree to which each party i* in discredit.The moat no, perhaps, ia the old Ultra-Tory party, whoseprejudices have gone out of fashion, whose tricks of Govern¬
ment have failed, whose battered arguments no one has remem¬bered to patch up with new piecing*. Of this party, the1 lelist* who swear by Church aiid State arc jhkIuc««I to a bandof gentlemen ao few in number on to throw an air of ridicule
on their devoted resistance to every relaxation in the aocicntcode of intolerance < ridicule being the mo*t dangerous of allinfluence* for political parties to encounter. The agriculturalProtectionists are nearly in the oatne predicament; and whenMr. Miles or Mr. Banke* made a peremptory demand thattheir interest* should be " considered," the overwhelming ma¬jority against them showed how little cousiduration survivesfor the " kill-their-own-mutton country gentlemen," who have
forgotten to read up their |>oliticaI economy, and to disguise theirexclusive projects in free-trade " principles."
The Whigs began the session, in the person of Lord John

Russell, by cavilling, with glances at the Whig Budgetof 1844, otherwise forgotten ; they end the session, still in
Lord John, by cavilling ; the whole burden of their song is,
that if Ministers are praised for doing something, the Whigscould have dune it better. It was obvious that they begun the
session without a plan or a policy ; they went on without
either; they finish without either, except that some notions
dawn upon them simply of outdoing the Tories. Thus while
Lord John, in his retrospect of the session, sneers at Sir Ro¬
bert Peel because his principles of "protection" have grown
"fine by degrees and beautifully less," his own "fixed duty-'
has grown equally evanescent; he now talks of it in the ab¬
stract, without naming any sum, so that it has dwindled-from
8s. to Os., while he is evidently drifting towards Mr. Villiers's
position of total repeal. Lord Palmerston has been the other
active Whig; and he has made many nibbles at the right of
search, the new convention with France, and other foreign
matters.without result. But the viscount's manner has been
very strange. Io his efforts to damage this Administration, ho
has"not acrupled to make assertions respecting the defenceless
state of the country, which are atrocious if false, most rash
and culpable if true. So rccklcss a talker cannot expect a re¬
turn to office wittfits re*]torisibilities : he speaks like a despe¬
rate man, hopelesa of ever regaining powci, and conscious of
some special exclusion; nay, it might almost be supposed that
he felt a spite against the country for ncglocting him and his
pretensions, and wished to injur* it in the struggle to main¬
tain its station in the world. The Fzench journalists read his
allegations somewhat alter that fashion ; and the Preset says
that be has "established the fact that France may giapplewith her ancient rival on her own soil. He has courted in¬
vasion ! To these mouthpieces of faction, Lord Melbourne's
speech, delivered this week in Fishmongers' Hall instead of
Parliament, is a severe rebuke, with its calm and impartial
glance at Sir R. Peel's practical measures.
The Free-traders have done nothing ver^ striking. Mr.

Cobden made a good move for inquiry into the operation of
protection oil farmers; Mr. Ward mode his annual demand
for inquiry into the "special burdens" on land ; Mr. Villiers,
for total aboljtion of the Corn-laws; some excellent speeches
were delivered, and on the whole no ground was lost ; but the
good harvest and the ease of prosperity were against any effec¬
tive action on the Corn-laws in Parliament. The besf ad¬
vance was made by the pleasant holyday-making style of prac¬
tical disquisition out ofdoors, in the Frec-Trade Bazaar, and by
Sir R. Peel's quiet cautious process of undermining " protec¬tion" with quaxi Protectionist admissions and sweeping in-' I
roads on the outposts.the lesser duties in the Tariff. The
Irish members have found how much attention has been paid
to Ireland, how little obtained by themselves. If they had
known their opportunity better, they would have seen that,
however agitation in Ireland might ha«e extorted some of these
late concessions, the attendance in Parliament to urge the
practical results and improve the details would have furthered
the real interests of Ireland.
One other party ought not to be ibrgottcii.Lord Broug-

ham ; copious in his legislation, universal in his activity, ter¬
rible in his hostile vigilance over railways. The House of
Peers is said to have dwindled down to be the House of Lords
Lyndhurst, Brougham, and Campbell; and as he is the most
active partner.acting for both sides, against both sideg, and
by himself.it is really little more, as a substantive body, than
the House of Brougham. The Three Estatesmm are Queen,
Brougham, and Commons. Amid all this inertness of large
public elements, all this conflict of party and sectional inte¬
rests, the position of Minister* baa been seriously affected.

After all, the Government is Sir Robert Peel; and his po¬
sition determines its whereabout. Peel hfs both gained and
lost strength. By the mere persevciance of his policy, he has
gained adherents among those who opposed him : the slow
thinkers of the middle-classes have begun to understand him,
and, having come round to agrre with those who counted him
the best man to be had under the circumstances, are now dis¬
posed to regard him as the best man poaaible-r-a final states¬
man not to be questioned, whose bit-by-bit policy realizes the
slow natural progress of ages ; and profane zealots in the new
faith have gone so far as to adopt the cry of " Peel and Provi¬
dence." On the other band, his liberalized career is viewed
by a considerable portion of his original party adherents with
increasing disgust.

BRITISH ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.

The second annual meeting will be held on Monday next,
at Winchester. The President, Lord Albert Conyngham,
will take the chair, in the Town Hall, at three o'clock, and
deliver the opening address. His worship the Mayor acts as
chairman of a local committee.
The programme shows that the members and correspeodents

of the association are alive to the objects of the institution,
there being this year at) increase of two-thirds in the number
of papers prepared for the meeting, which, exclusive of exhi¬
bitions, amount to the extraordinary numl>er of sixty-eight;
while it ftiust be remembered that the association^ so far from
having at its command any extensive funds for carrying on its
comprehensive schemes, is wholly dependant for support upon
the zool and good will of its members, and the offices in:, more¬

over, filled gratuitously. The pspefs for the Congress are
divided into four classes.primeval, medieval* architecture!,
and historical. In the first, the ancient hill burials throughout
the Isle of Wight will lie described by Mr. Dennett, who, for
the first time, will make puMic his researches in the borrows
of the island. These will be compared with the productions
of tumuli in the counties of Wilts and Dorset, and these again
derive additional interest from comparison with similar works
in Derbyshire and Staffordshire. In these counties upwards
of fifty barrows have recently boen opened liy Mr. Bateman,
assisted by the Rev. 8. Isaacson, the discoveries in which will
tie laid before the meeting; and the objects of ancient art.
British, Roman, .and Sawn, found in them wttt be exhibited.
I'he recent discovery of an extensive Anglo-Saxon cemetery
in the Isle of Thanet, by Mr. Rolfe, will complete materials
for this department; while the Roman remnins in Hants ami
Wilts will be discussed by the veteran historian of Salisbury,
Mr. Hatcher, and by Messrs. Puttock and Smith. At Tar¬
rant Hinton, in Dorset, the foundations of extensive Roman
buildings have been excavated by Messrs. Hall and Warne,
which supply the materials for a pfeper by Mr. Shipp, of
Blandford. } , .

In the medieval section, Mr. J. O. Waller, the editor of
the *. Monumental Brasses of Great Britain, will describe the
beautiful ancient paintings on the walls of the Cathedral, and
subsequently illustrate his paper hj the paintings themselves
to such as may be disposed to accompany him to the Cathe
dral, which, it may be observed, is to be thrown open to the
members and visiters. There are also in this section pajiers
tiy Messrs. Planch^, Sir 8. R- Meyriek, Akerman, Mark An¬
thony Lower, Black, Monsieur de Gerville \ and Mr. Kempe
contributes an account of the celebrated table in the County
Hall, called Arthur's Round Table, and its connexion with
the origin of the order of the Garter.
The Cathedral forms the leading feature in the architectural

tection, and will be illustrated historically and architecturally
>y Mr. Cresf, whose wsll known abilities so eminently qualify
liim to grsriple with so Important a subject. The Rev. S.
Isckson will follow with a paper on the hospital of 8t. Cross,
which derives additions! interest from its including some un

published documents relating to the history of this interesting
establishmenl. There are also pajiers by Messrs. Repton,
(twill, Haigh, Ashpitel, and Walbran, the names of the authors
nf which will vouch for their importance.
The historical section will be of the highest locsl interest.

Mr. Thomas Wright, who is now at Winchester, investiga¬
ting the municipal srehives, will lay liefore the meeting the
result of his labors, and their success will be liest guarantied
for by reference to ll»e erudite, and at the same time popular
lecture he delivered last yesr at the Canterbury Congress. Mr.
Wright will also give a report on the archives of Southampton,
and on the extraordinary collection of M88. of the Fairfax
family, which was formerly in I<eeds Castle, Kent, but now

forms part of the collection of Mr. Hughes, of Winchester.
These M8fl. include letters of CromweH and the leading per¬
sonages of the time of the Civil War and Commonwealth.
They are quite unpublished, and amount to many volumes.
There are other papers of local interest by Messrs. Hslliwell,
Barrow, Jenlan, and by the President.


